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Our Community Retreat
r. R. B. Williams, O.P. gave us ansexcelle n

Dominican “pictures” —
pillars of our life: stuc

much, Fr. R.B.!

A Private Retreat

retreat is an occasion of grace both for the one who gives it and

for those who make it. Occasionally we are blessed to have a
Dominican friar come to stay with us for a time of rest, prayer and
spiritual renewal. Father Ian Bordenave, O.P., took time out of his
busy schedule as pastor of Holy Rosary parish in Houston, Texas
to make a short retreat with us last fall. We enjoyed having Father
Ian with us as he concelebrated at Mass, prayed in our chapel,
and joined with us in praise of God at the Divine Office. We hope
that other Dominicans will consider stopping by our monastery

r. Chris Eggleton, O.P., Provincial of the

Southern Dominican Province, and his
assistant, Fr. David Caron, O.P., visited our
monastery in November. They could only stay
overnight, but we managed to get in a lot of
visiting in a short time! In addition to celebrating
Mass for us, Fr. Chris and Fr. David brought

<2 \Welcoming our Brothers -

for a retreat, or just to visit!

us up to date on all kinds of happenings in the
province, and we in turn told them many tales of
our monastic life. As a token of our respect and
regard for our Dominican brothers, Sr. Mary John
conferred Texas citizenship upon them! It was a
wonderful Dominican encounter —and we hope
it’s not the last!




The Matachines Perform for Us

he matachines from St. Patrick Catholic Church

in Lufkin, Texas came and danced for us in December.
Matachines are Mexican religious dancers, who
traditionally perform their dances on the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe and throughout the season of Advent. They
danced to the accompaniment of drum and maracas and
other percussion instruments. Our matachines were made
up of young and old, men and women, united in their love
for Christ and his Blessed Mother. It was delightful to watch!

y Silver Jubilee with a large crowd of mostly non-
i " Msgr. Phillip Leach, Jr., whose Catholic family and friends, giving him
=R home is Lufkin, and who hasbeen the opportunity to explain the Mass
Ay a friend of our community for many in more detail which made the occasion
years, commemorated his silver jubilee a truly ecumenical experience. Con-
of priesthood on the 6th of December, gratulations, Fr. Philll We keep you in
2010. He celebrated Mass in our chapel our prayers.

FOCUSING AHEAD

We are re-introducing some of Sr. Mary Catherine’s drawings of nuns from the
early issues of the Monastery Bells (with slight veil modifications). We hope
you will enjoy seeing them again, or for the first time! > > »

Meet Sr. Bernadette Marie

eresa Torres, from Corpus Christi, having completed her
ear novitiate on February
itiate is always dramatic,

religious|s f the Sacred Heart.
She will ity as “Sister Bernadette
Marie”; the other the Sacred Heart”)

is a mystery she the years to come. She
will also celebrate her feast day on the solemnity of the
Sacred Heart. Please continue to pray for Sister and for
more vocations to our cloistered Dominican life!

Tree Plantation

Solomon wrote in the book of E(iicoiasics, 1icic 10 an
appointed time for everything...a time to plant, and a time
to uproot the plant,” and we are now in the “planting” time
once again. A few years ago we harvested many of the trees
from our land outside the monastery walls to sell for income.
After the trees were cut down, new seedlings were planted,
which will in God’s time grow into trees ready to be harvested
again. Although it hasn’t been long since these were planted,
they are already looking very promising!




